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Tokio LEditor Describes
Unique Ceremonies
I'hat Accompanied In-
stullation  of Emperor

By HUGH BYASN,

Editor ‘of ‘“Japun Advertiser” of

Tekie. L
MERICANE are likely in time to
A see Lhe ceremonies of the coro-
natlon of  the Emperor of
Japan presented at the movies,
4 indeed I think a visit to the plc-

:-rp should be recommended as a sup-

plement to this article. The corona-

Yon wus a wserles of pletures. There

was this diference, however, that the

Rughing cavaliers and men in armor

and festivals of Gelsha had all come

down from their frames and the gal-
fory had become a world of queer cos-
tumes and colore. There is a vast dif-
ference between the picture om the
pcreen and the plicture off the screen,
and 1 propose in this article to take
pou on & pereonally conducted tour
of the pageant which is at present
Qapan.

&

The first scene is In Tokio. It was
purprisiug to find rickshaws on a
quiet suburban stand at 4:45 A. M,
bt not mory surprising than the dis-
govery that the streets were filled with
g stream of these light craft bearing
pocked hatted and gold laced funetion-
fries in an endless stream toward the
palace gates. It was quite dark. High
fr the east the new moon hung, a
plender sickle, and beneath it was a
stirring of the darkness.

As my rickshaw alipped down the
. ringlng a warning bell to the
pthers that bobbed up llke ghosts in
the darkness, 1 saw the city below
me afire with {lluminations, the Em-
peror's route to the station being
marked by immense wreaths of light.
We merged in a fuller stream of traf-
fic that flowed along the broad *“for-
elgn” street where the Government of-
fices arc, and here were the firat signs
that the Emperor was astir in the
torm of long lines of policemen, swprd
at side, paper lantern Iin hand, who
guided—und scrutinized—the pas-
sengers. Heslde the palace moat we
were gorted out according to our de-
grees of puwer and glory and sent for-
ward on foot by the same lanterned
police.

In two hours the Emperor would
leave Tokio for Kyoto to be crowned

siid posaibly half a miliion of his faith-

fu! subjects had spent the night wait-
in¢ for the procession to pass. The
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Crowds cheering the Emperor.

Photo by Paul Thompaon.

of a procession which otherwise was
as modern as it could be. When it was
full light the whole plcture settled
down in motlonless expectancy. Half
an hour later a pollce {nspector trot-
| ted into the open space In front of the
‘station and behind him swept the
pageant. All eyes were on the palan-
quin, covered with gay striped silk and
swaying as it was carried by its sixty-
four bearers.

The carriers were robed in bright
yellow. In front of them four mount-
ed Bhinto priests rode, and behind
came another group. Lancers of the
Imperial Guard formed the escort.
When the shrine passed every banner
was dipped in the dust and sworde
and bayonets flashed to the salute as
royal honors were pald to the relic of
I.tmn'l departed rulers. 8o in days
of old the bones of some great saint
been might have been greeted as they
were borme through the streets of
Rome. =

Then a number of state
carriages of the familiar modern type,
|and at last In a scarlet coach with a
| golden pheenix flaming on the roof,
itho centre of all the solemnity, cyno-
sure of every eye, the Emperor. He sat
| slightly forward in his seat and looked
i out on the crowds with an air of keen
, interest and seemed mentally alert and
| pPrysically fit. :

Not a murmur, not a cheer, not a
sound of any description was heard as
the imperial carriage passed, for It
Is with the iIntense silence of utter
devotion that the Japanese love to
. greet thelr emperors. More state car-
riages followed, and In a few minutes
the pageant gvas ended and the great
crowd ‘was dissolving in every direc-
tion. Presently the guns boomed out
a salute and hundreds of rockets went
. crackling to the sky. The first scene
of the drama was over.

Reports in the newspapers after.
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Scene of the offering of first
fruits to spirits of Emperor’s
ancestors.

ancestors and Informs them that he
is about to ascend the throne; sec-
ond, he appears in public before his
people and by the nct declares that
| he has, uscended the throne; third,
| he offers to his ancestors, who are

scene along the route before daylight 'Ward told that all day long as his | gods, the first fruits of his reign In

wme tao rob It of its mystery was an
extraordinary one.
The Etgte process.on

darkness with its unpremeditited ef-
tects provided the touch of the weird

I)I-jut;vr passed through town and vil-
{lage on his long journey he wan

 him and the shrine of his ancestors
with the same reverent sllemce. When

| the form of offerings of rice and rice
| wine and other fruits of the land and

was nine- | Breeted by the inhabitants, who turned | yoq.
tenths commonplace, Lut this hour of out en masse and lined up to receive |

The first of the ceremonies began
!a! ¢ in the morning of coronation day,
| November '0. This took place In a

and bizarre which no western country night fell the light of millions of paper | yotting =0 plaln, so temporary, that

wruld have furnished. CGreat muasses
of troops were vieible under the dis-
tant light of the illuminated trivm-
oha' arches, Officers on horseback
came nut of the darkness and shouted.

The men right dressed and leit
dressed, and slowly the picture formed
into u great width of road lined by
e after row of short, sturdy khaki
clud men. Behind the soldiers was n
spiuce where privileged spectators like
my=ell walked and where police
ptrolled up und down,

FBehind this cume pens of less privi-
tezed spectistors, mostly students and
#ehoonsirls from the Peeresses  Bchool
and simailar high establishments, ‘Each
etclosure wud roped off and was dis-
tingoished from ftg neighbors by a
paper lantern, and within the ropes
the boys or girls squatted with blue
fuces patiently and cheerfully. Be-
Rind these again in a last Jdim multl-
tude came the people. They were all’
#itting ;. they secemed to have been
8iting for hours. R

At two or three places where 1
®ounted them they were thirty deep.

iess were the thin parts of the
crowd  Elsewhere one could only see
rank ufter rank of kneeling forms
#tretching away into *the darkness.
A Japaness crowd is one of the sighta

lanterns hearing the red rising sun of

| Japan glimmered in every village. On
Iovery station platform the lacal dignl-
| taries were drawn up and bowed low
1u the train flashed through.

e
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i Kyoto, the anclent capital, has been
;tho theatre of the great events, hut
|since all of them were held in the
Irlnms seclusion of an Oriental pul-
ace the city and {ta-inhabltants and 1ts
visitors have formed but u setting for
|an unseen gem, A most pleturesque
| setting.
| This ancient town lies in a hollow
! of green hills and wherever you turn
You see a'pine clad hilitop and the
end of the vista, A shallow and very
rapid river runs through it and nu-
merous ruthing waterways make
every  district plctureaque. The
palace, like all such bulldings in the
Fast, is hidden away as closely as a
harem.

Few things that:1 have seen are loan
provocative of curiosity than the low,
dingy wall whichi shuts it 'in, The
park which surrounds it is an agglom.
meration of nice but negative qualities.
It is neither unkempt nor irim, Tts
trees are nelther young nor old.
Thera ia no difference to the eys he-

of an occasion Hke this, Sometimes | tween the ouiside of the wall and the
e the wight. Tt I8 s0 quiet, =0 ]| inalde,
patlent, so silent, und it has such @i There may be a corner from which
Knarl, of making. itself comfortable. | gome glimpea of the long curving roofs
Tie Labit of squatting maker the |uf the palace cun be seen, but If there
Jipane e a4 short legged race, but it {1a T d!4 not discover it, The trees are
en«bles them to put in most of their | not tall, but they conceal the buildings
wiiting on publie eecaslons In com- iwhtch squat in their shade, It is clear
fort *thu the Japanese were not repre-
[he tast smtages of the route were l”htﬂd at the Tower of Babel.
Mo Japsn's veterans,  These | Within this unpromising wall is a
A Ul mostly soung men In their | large and scattered group of bulldings
Whirt s They were dressed in all| which form the palace, To these lLiave
Variotes of garb, from Japanese core. | been added a number of new struc-
moninl dress to faded uniforms. 1In | tures, {dentical in type, but mostly
s sen evening dress, of a weird | temporary, All are low--that Is to
gl orzinal cut, was worn., We were | 88y the effect ix one of lowness-—and
5 must understand, in regimen- | ineouspicuous, Bomes of them are
v some sort except the populace enormous in flocr spave,
i ouier durkness. There are, for instance, dining rooma
I Jupanese love uniforms and|Which accommodate two thousand
Fover 1nes w chanve of wearing them. | People at onco and reception rooma
Th Al like the writer, have no | for the same number, and there must
i 1o vven the uniform of a street | Pe kitchens and all the range of of-
e Juctor, arc obliged to adorn fices r:-connr: r:r 1tgh. oum'rnrt "ftn
0 with frock ecoats and top small army of the Emperor's mu:- ",
e : : 5 _ | but somehow thoy have been tucked
f Ths .Q”“n. applies to the .lu:" | away, and ns the viitor moves about
- 4 !, H' l;;:',',m,,"i:e.l:m,t,, o%.,mo | he mees lttic more thun an oveasionnl
= ¥ new temnorary gateway or a corridor
: n eneyclopadia of faxhions hung with chremnthemum and purpls
for covering the last quarter of i.uu‘.lt:evr. Onae moor loses all notion of
B direction In the muzes of thiy vast
thi mixed but modern multls compound,
g ed down on the processtonal | gl o0 geneenlod space 1a one
f rite was  being conducted | o7 o granpent imprassions of my
pUln the palace which took the pars | v, gpace created out of nothing und
b buck to another world, The nowhere betraylug Its presence by
n hrine was being prepared | uome yuch coup d'eeull as architects of
tr copany the divinely dgescended | o0 weast love, You passed under in-
- rto Kyoto and in the sancti-pumepable  gateways into corridors
i mull group of Jupunese no- emnptying into stately halls hung with
Viciien and priests of the highest |y manner of glowing colorw.  You
Fanl were offering oblations of rice | o000 vourself In spacious courtyards
End wine and silk to the august =pirits | where reglments might have drilled.
Wi awelling the shrine s, You wamlked along sumptuous corrl-
[0 musie wus played on primi- | dors and noticed with amazement the
tve 1o instruments and after many | jongest dining fables you had ever
Ghesanees the sucred objects from the | geen, And us soon as you had left
. the divine mirror, sword und | them and walked ten yurds nuthing
twel were reverently pluced In a | was to he seen but & new white wood
L v which wgixty-four bearers | gateway or so and the thin folluge of
ca | to the statfon. Next to the | he commonplace trees, -
Ei t the shrine was the plecdé de The group of archaic ceremonies
fevctance of the processlon—to some |which the Japanese now lump to-
! may havo been un even more anx- | gether by the name of coronation have
0usly anticipated sight. three main acts us thelr spinal col-
The ahrine was borne near the head jumn. First, the Emperor worshipe his

it is dificult to convey a description
in words, and it was
photograph it in ‘any cfectlve way.

open alr functions. The Eniperor is
always under cover in temple or cere-
montial hall, but the guests and oM-
clals are outside.

The courtyard is the unit, Imagine
4 large courtyvard in which a couple
of long wooden pavilions have been
erecmd.. They are new and white and
bare--nothing but a roof and a floor
aml a few supporting posts, They are
seated with benches, unbacked, and
covered with white cushions, 1In the
front row of one of those pavillons
the envoys of the Powers were placed.
1 propose to describe what they suw
as it was afterward deseribed to me.

“Across the street,” of course, they
saw the other pavilion, identieal down
to the last knot in the pine, but filled
with Japanese dignitaries in ecocked
hats and black gold laced coats. 1In
front of the pavilions and between
them was a smuller edition of the
same -another plain rcof covering a
sandy floor, Thisa was empty, but on
the day after it was the stage of the
solemn - the adjective is the official
selection, not mine—Mikagura dance
to solace the epirits of the departed
Emperora.

Beyond thia roof and uncomfortably
hidden by it was a beautiful lHttle gem
of a Japanese temple, brand new'and
spotless. Within this little temple or
shrine the Emperor worshipped his
ancestors and read the Imperial Roe-
port announcing his accession. But
the door of the temple was shut and
the envovs saw nothing and heard
nothing. They stood in their places
and watched the ghwdows become more
vertical on the sandy courtyard as two
hours passed without visible incldent.

Later it was officlally announced
that all took place exactly as arranged.
At the appointed *'vement the Em-
peror, dressed in a kimono of pure
white, entered the sbrine and dipped
his hands in ablutionary woter pre-
sented by priests. Bix trays of food
were offered to the spirits amid the
beating of gongs and the shrill wall-
ing of reed Instruments. An address
was read to the shrine by the Grand
Master of the Rituals.

His Majesty rose, howed low hefore
the shrine, and withdrew from the
‘mnermost chamber, in which he had
beon seated alone,
shipped before the shrine, the offerings
were removed, the doors of the sanc-
tuary were closed and the first part
of the great ceremony WAS OoVer,

His Majesty returned to the
dential part of the palace. The for-
elgn ambassadors drove back to thelr
hotels, and the 2,000 Japanese offl-
claly who were present were ushered
nto one of those immensa secret dining
halls where a lordly luncheon was
served,

The afternoon ceremony--the ap-
pearance hefore the representatives of
the nation and the forelgn Iowers--
constitutes the coronation proper, It
also |8 essentlally an open air func-
tion. ‘This custom probably Is evi-
dence of the antiquity of the rites,
1t also seems as though it might rea-
sonably explain the absenee of wrehl-
tecturul effect,

BEvery ceremony 8 held in a court-
yand, which when you look at the

tangle of wrees around, you reallze is
Just & fenced and cleared wpace. The
Pmperor with a very few attendants

impossible to |

In substunce ull the ceremonies are!

All present wor-

i

piayed his part in the Shishinden, an-
other of the templelike structures
which sum upancient Japanese ur-
chiteeture. “Shishinden,” literally
transjuted, means the “Hall of Pur-
ple Maurning”; it s better deécribed,
as the Japanese themselves prefer,
simply as’ the Ceremontial Hall.

One of the pecullarities of this part
of the solemnity was that no one
could see the whole of 'it. The Em-
peror on his throne could not sec more
than a narrow alit of the courtyard
where the most distinguished of his
subjects were gathered; none of the
smubjects except the princes who sur-
rounded the' throne' could see the Em-
peror. This was not planned: it was
the result of the architectural guali-
tles of the hall with ite floor raised
high above the ground and fts im-
meimaly deep roof.

lmagine yourself s “most favored"
spectator. You #tand just inside the
main gnte of a large courtyarnd, Ii-
rectiy in front of you across perhaps
two hundred paces of white clean
sand is the imperial throne in the
Shishinden. You are the outermost
of a row of glit edged votabies, ninc
deep. The last three are coverad by
the deep eaves of & noble old wall; over
yourself and the others is a canopy
of splendid heavy sllk in broad stripes
of pale blue and white,

Around the three sides of the court.
vard stretches this human frame, The
fourth mide |s filled up by the buik
of that great and venerable roof which
covers the Bhishinden. Just under the
eaves (s an immense pleco of silk,
jsiretoched tight like n huge signboard.
This rupns the whole length. It s
embroidered in bold grotesque pat-
terny in the five lucky eolors—purple,
white, red, vellow and green, Be-
neath this agaln is a fringe of hamboo
blindy, tasaelled {n red and bhlack.

Looking beyond the bamboo blinds
into the {interior. you'see a row of
plain wooden pillars and between them
a fringe of short curtains edged witk
bands which are red at one side, black
at the other., They are decorated witl
o deslgn which ut first seems merely
u floral decoration such as one might
see on wall paper, but which is in real-
ity a conventlonal fAguring supposed
to represent decayed wood.

This suggestlon of age and decay in
the midst of imperial splendor is char-
acteristically Japanese., They are sen-
gltive to the incongruous and love it.
Notlhing pleases their fancy more than
the sight of delicate plum blossoms
springing from a mouldering trunk.

In the darkness heyond the second
row of curtaing i& the Taka-Mikura
or High August Beat, within which is
placed the imperial throne. This, as
weon from outside, is a square plat-
form of black lacquer, on which is
ool an octagonal canopy surmounted

“~
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Coronation Day in Tokio.
Photo by Paul Thompson.

the general impression got as one
stands at the threshold which no un-
purified person un:ay cross. Side by
side you note the two shrinea called
Yuk! and Bukl, in which the Em-
peror performed an Identical cere-
mony, duplicating it #o there may be
no error.

Count and Countess Okuma at the Coronation.
Above, in oval—Imperial Sacred Treasures in the Kyoto
Procession.

Photo by Paul Thounpson

by phenixes, The throne is an inno-
vation. In ol times the Emperor sat
cross legged on the tloor. The pres-
ent ruler sat on u red lacquer chair.
The Taka-Mikurs occupicd the exact
middle of the Shighinden. Beside It
was a smaller and plainer copy In-
tended for the Kmpress had her heaith
permitted ber to he present

The court yard, deeply spread with
fine gravel, Is square and bare, bur 1t
supports o riot of color. Two great
rows of banners planted in square
black lacquer stauds run along its
whole length, from the steps of the
Shishinden to the gateway where you
are in your mind’'s eve surveving the
wondrous scene.

Near the gate are ranged twelve
drums on stands as Llgh as a man,
amd about a score of stande support
various weapons of old world war—
arrows, hows, halbelbds, swords, shields
and so on. Beside each group of mu-
nitions a warrior in Kimono of scarlet
or light blue stands

Evervthing is rectangular and bals- |

anced, for the Japanese huve a passion
forr mathematical reguarity In all
ceremonial things, A ftinal dellghtful
touch is the presence of the sacred
trees, orange and cherry, balancing
each other on eilher gide of the steps
lending to the Slishinden

The pleture grows, The gray roof
which seemed so overwhelining while
the courtyard was empty is forgotten

as the eye travels over the brilliant
eolors which are mussing below,  On
three sldes a living frame of deco-

rated and uniformed personages under
an awning of blue aud white silk, A
square  sandy  court in which are

plunted rigidly stralgbt rows of gaudy |

banners and rigidly arranged groups
of warriors, drumsg, gongs, swords and
weapons. The wreat Shishinden with
Its  sweeping  roof and under and
around it all that i= great and power-
ful In Japau,

Drums sound thrice, and the envoyvs

annear at a side door and enter the
shishinden. Count Okuma tukes up
his position in front of the throne.

When the moment arrives the kaleldo-
scope of glowing colors ceases to turn,
and the pleture stands in #llent ex-
pectuncy, Lond eries of " sh™ ure
heard. and we know thut the Emperor
is on his way to the throne though
only the envoys and thuse Inside the
hall can see him.

He enters the curtuined Takh-Mi-
kura, and two gentlemen in waiting
step forward and draw the curtains.
is seen seated on the
throne, He wenrs a robe of dull
orauge the exact color of the newly
risen sun on a summer morning, and
holds in his hand a baton of white
woodl, Count Okuma left the hall and
made his way slowly down the courte
yard, leuning' on the arma of tweo

Women waiting to worship
. Imperial Coronation Proces-
sion in Kyoto.

Photo by Paul Thompeon.

men. He circumnavigated the ban-
ners and marched up the middle, tak-
ing up a position at the foot of the
steps facing the Emperor. Here he
represented the Japanese nation. His
Majesty read the imperial rescript
in a volce which though audible was
not loud. Count Okuma replied The
firet sentences were shaky, but pres-
ently the veteran orator warmed up

the Japanese nation.

At the conclusion of his epeech
the Premier walked over to the ban-
|zal bunner and gave three cheers for
|the Emperor. This was to have been
'the signal for all Japan to cheer, but
| somebody had blundered, and before
the Count finished speaking the roll
| of cheers was heard from the immense
| erowds putside, It was a trifling blem-
{ ish, due apparently to the fact that
| the cheering outside was arranged by
| time instead of by slgnal. Thore
! banzals concluded the coronatlon cere-
mony.

! IIL
! Amn Interval of four days followed,
land in them only two small religious
| ceremonies took place. The first was
[tho dancing bLefore the slirine to
solace the &pirits of the deceased
rulers, the pecond a4 very anclent and
obscure rito designed at one time to
calm the gpirita of the living Emperor
and fit him to perform the solemn rite
of the Dai-Josal, No forelgners and
very few Japanese were present at
those rites, z

The most solemn and mysterious
part of the solemnity was held four
duys after the coronation. The Japa-
nese name for this i the Dul-Josal
and It 18 ovcasionally translated har-
vest festival, but it i¥ no more the
homely harvest thanksgiving of the
West than the mass is a meal. 1t is
traditional, and the source of thg rites
Is lo*t in the mists that surround the
chilldbood of the race,

The ceremonies are obviously closely
reluted to some of the oldest cus-
toms of mankind, Partly they would
geem 1o be a fusion of saerifice to the
unseen powers of the first fruits of
Ithe harvest, partly they illustrate the
| primitive custom of placing food and
jdrink Ly the grave of the dead chief
or father, and partly thera is the
thought of the Emperor sharing his
feoronation feast with the divine an-
leestors of his dynasty.
| The rites took place in a range of
{ bulldinga situated outside of the pal-

| ace compound but stildl Inside the
purk. These buildings 1 have described
befo I had a fair notion of what

'T would see. But I had little notion
!ut' the impression of roughness and
| primitiveness which the actual sight
of the bulldings would arouse. The
others wlong to another civilization.
another age, these belonged to an-
other world

The tirst thing 1 saw when 1 vis-
iterl the place a Jday or two before
the ceremony was u couple of white
pavillons outelde of the sacred en-
closure.  In these the Prime Minister
and other high oMcials were to wait
and wateh while the Emperor cele-
brated the mysterious rites within,
The pavilions were plain enough in
ull conscience—white sheds with rows
of untecked benches-—hbut the gull be-
tween them and the buildings within
the enclosure was unmistakuble and
Immense,

The unplanned, unexpected contrast
gave one a sharp reallzation of the
centuries of toil and obscure misery
which separated early man from the
affluent iron age, when he had learned
o manke such tools as will smooth
and shape woml.

Waulls of plaited rushes, roofs of
thateh, posts, lintels and ridgepoles
of unhewn pine trunks and branches,
a maze of thitched open corridors, a
few buildings with neither doors nor
windows—-such s & summary of

and his voice rang through the whole |
assembly as he asserted the loyalty of |

The purificat.on building, the bath
[h in plain modern English, s also
easily distinguished. The rest Is just
*u maze of covered passages leading
| by elrcuitous routes from one bulld-
ing to unother., No one now knows
why the Emperor should walk round
three sides of the enclosure to reach
a place to which three steps would
take him. Possibly the explanation
ju that in the very distant days when
the rites werc filxed the simple men
who devised them knew no other
way of adding lmpressiveness to their
primitive pagan ceremony than by
lengthening its processes.

No eye of wmbassador or nobleman
or minister =aw the ceremony. Only
| the Emperor and the princes of his
famlily and the priests and priestesses
who had duties iu the ritua] were per-
mitted Inside the enclosure. No for-
elgners were present in any capacity.

The members of the government and
the heads of the army and navy walted
through the nlght in the pavilions 1
have described. At Intervals they
heard the strains of reed Instruments
and saw the glare of pine torches as
the Emperor walked from one shrine
to another, At the gates of the rush
fence which enclosed the shrines war-
rlors with bows and arrows sat all
night long around watchfires.

The public of Kyoto came and went
and enjoyed their holiday in the usual
way. Bhrines were carried about the
streets, tea houses did a roaring or
rather a silent trade, one or two strayed
revellers might have been met in
the evening hours. In the park of the
palace all was silence and mystery as
the leaders of modern Japan walted
in wooden shelters outside the gates
of the fenced spuce In the wood where
their Emperor performed the most an-
clent state ceremony left on earth.

The cerenfony began just before
{sundown and closed just before sun-
| rise. It is purely Bhinto and Japanese
and has apparently no admixture of
foreign (that ls, Chinese or Buddhist)
influence. ©On the whole, judging from
many conversations which 1 have had
with Japanese, I come to the conclu-
slon that ‘he Da!-Josai has become but
A ceremony. It Is a thing of rituals
and ancient, half understood obsery-
ances. In this it differs from the acts
of ancestor worship performed in con-
nection with the other rites, for ances-
tor worship is still a living thing In
Japan and ls well understood by the
people. The Dai-Josal goes too far
back.

The feast begins with the placing of
offerings In the sanctuary. The con-
secrated lights are lit and the temple
Is made ready for;the Emperor, who,
when the hour comes, takes an ablu-
tionary bath. He Is clothed In white,
and, baton in hand, he proceeds to the
firit of the twin shrines.

Attendants light his way with pine
torches and unroll bamboo matting
under his feet as he passes. The
sacred sword and jewel are carried on
his right and left and a man carries
An umbrella mads of reeds and sus-
pended from the beak of a brazen
pheenix above his head. Songs cone
nected with the harvest are sung and
dances are performed emblematic of
gathering in the grain.

This completed, the Emperor makes
obeisance to the gacred treasures and
the princes follow his example. Then
begins the second part of the rite. Of-
feringm are carried in and lald before
the shrine-—a strange and plcturesque
business,

Tu quick successlon a
priests and priestesses take in food
and drink for the gods and a very
vuried assortment of primitive acces.
sorles such as o towel bhox, o fresh
rush mat for the food of the gods and
another for the foud of the Emperor,
a palr of chopsticks, 4 box of rice and

stream  of

millet, bowls of geaweed hroth, ar-
tieles of clothing -all the materials
for a feast of primitive man, To the

sound of weird music the Kmperor en-
ters the shrine and dips hig hawds in
consecrated water. A curtnin screens
the inmer sanctuary from every eve
while he offers the feast to the gods
and partakes of it hunself

According to the regulations which
fix enchi detall «f this us of eveory cere-
momy connected with the coronation
his Majesty must cat four helpings of

the rice amd drink elght cups o
galke, 1t is falr (o add that the Japa-
nese sake cupe are not much larger

than a thimble. One wonders from a
respectful distanee whaut are the feel-
ings of this voung raler, who has had
a modern education and = reputed (o
be sensitive to modemn thoughts, when
he sits behdnd (the cartaln sacriticing
to the gods of early man and feasting
with them. It is a moment for reflecs
tiom and awe,

1v.

And now the solemnities are over
and the rest Is feasting, Yesterday,
November 14, his Majesty guve the
first of the coronation banquets. Some
2,000 people were invited, including the
foreign envoys#, They dined off rice
and fish and black and white rice wine,
The record s silent as to Lhow they
fared on these primitive viands, To-
morrow they may redress the balance,
for another banquet will be given in
the most sumptuous style known to
the Orlent.

The envoys have seen many, strange
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Kyoto. the Picturesque
Ancient Capital. a Pag-
eant of Color---The
Truly Jopanese Crowds

sights since they came to this old
city ten days ago. Last night's wa=s
not the least wonderful und perhaps
it was the most surprising. They
knew what they were to expect at
the coronation, but no one had whis-
pered that they would find an Alnd-
din's palace conjured into existenco
for the feast of a single night. The
magliclan who performed this feat is
Mr. Katayama. chief of the construc-
ton bureau of the Imperial house-
hold, and the success with which he
grafted the new on the old and cre-
ated a plcture which without violat-
Ing Jupaunese taxte rivalled the west
In imperial splendor dessrves that he
should be known.

The banqueting hall in the com-
pound of the Nijo Pulace, the ol
residence of the Shoguns, and tha
guests entered by the old palace gate.
Generally what you wsee when wou
enter a Japanese palace I8 this: You
Ko up a few steps and past a elld-
Ing door (having taken your boots
off)y and along a corridor of whish
the breadth and helght are about
equal. Along the corridor more slid-
Ing doors open Into apartments somes
what low and gloomy, lighted from
paper windows on the outside of the
corridor.

The floors are polishied, the wood-
work is exquisite, the gold platefl
bosses and fAittings of the sliding doors
are marvellously delicate. The back-
ground 18 of venerable and faded
gold, on which some Kano or QOgata
has painted a thousand year old pine
tree. And so on.

One shuffles along endless corridorm
admiring in the half light u picture
gullery of exquisite doors and screens,
and Is filled with respect for the artist
craftsmen of Old Japan. But there
i# a lurking conviction that those old
Bhoguns made th-ir splendors need-
lessly gloomy, and it l& a rellef when
the cliceron=a opens a shojl, or papee
window, and glves ¢ne a fascinatins
glimpse of a Japanese garden, an
still, so triin, a world of beauty in
a small space.

Gloom-—for what may pass in the
hours of daylight for a dim, religious
light 1s pure gloom when the sun hams
set—was an Inevitable feature of a
glassless land In the past. But gloom
has no excuse in the present century.
It flles at the touch of n switch. Me,
Katayama has lighted the old palace,
and the effect is revoludnary. In-
stead of gloomy splendor you have
splendor with ({ts projer adjuncts,
space and light.

The old gold of the screens glows
in the radlance of electric light lamps:
the old wood takes o1 a new lustre
the exquisite metalwork gets its full
value in the decorative scheme. The
palace was transformed. Last night
when every salon wus thronged with
guests It presented a picture of state-
lineea and dignity which no Western
palace could surpass.

The rooms of tho old palace were
used as reception rooms, the various
salons being allotted auccording to rank
—members of the Diet in one (prettv
near the door), members of the Houso
of Peers in another, princes In a third,
envoys in a fourth, and so on. [Mrom
these the guests procecded to the ban.
queting hall, the new building which
hae been grafted on the old

There is a long progress
the passages of the old
eventually there is & point at which
the corridors become new. But the
character and dimensions are pre-
servedd. The decorations of meta] are

through
palace, and

new, the carpet on the floor s lemm
thick, the coftered roof ls ornamented
in a different pattern, but it ls still

the same square corridor that 4 has
been since you entered.

At the end, of course, is tho han-
queting hall—a large lofty apartinent
whose flne proportiona arrest the
visitor., At first it appears as an ob
| long, then you observe thut the ob-
long has wings (in the architectural
sense) something like an E without

the middle stroke.
within a hall
{8 an Immense square,

It i= In fact a hall
Tho banqueting room
fneglde of which

s met a lovely romn devoted (o the
anclent dances withi which the Fm-
peror will entertain his guests The

smaller hall, ke the larger, {s exactly
aquare,

In the middle ia a square Sancing
piatform, Facing it i= 4 dals on which
the throne is set At tha opposite
end 1s a platform for the musicians
Between the musicians ond the pate
form are two enormous drums on
stands something an  Iaverted
heart of the conventional shape. One
of the drums beura the familar dasigm
of the triple Tomoe {(three commas
locked together as i they were whirl-

11k

ing in a vortex), the other has g dous
ble tomoe. The 1 |ofty and the
heli of the wall gracefullv
broken by a lgnt baleony of pladn
wauw]
All the wond seen (s plalu white and
the harmony with which 't !a hlended
mto a stately color scheme {8 4 reveala
tion. The walls are panellad 0 tapes
try with a bold red design. The seata
are coversd with erimeon velvet Tha
carpet is of the mimo sl but the
rotgher me’ " material makes 5 mtrik-
ing foil tor the rich shade of the wvel-
vet, The curtalns around are of eaps
per red silk, heavily brocaded,
| Behind the musiclans In the exact

centre of the hall 1= a it haneing of
Ibroad alternate stripes of scarlet and
| black, 1'mler the leony f un-

I}-Mntnd wood which run¢ round the
| walls are pan ¥ of open wood carving

| representing the siens of the Zodlao
land various Japanese flowers
I This catalogue conveya but a poor

fdea of the warmth and splendor of &

place which seems (o comblne very
happlly the characteristic qualities of
;'l':n:-' and  Waest From the West
come the lofty roof and the brilllant
light amd the crimson velvet of the
benches is borrowed from the English
House of Lords The plaln white
wod, the flaming drums, the vivid
black and scarlet hungings, the bold
carvings  are Japanese To  hlend
them into a stately harmony was &
great achlevement, and It formed, am
I suid. the last surprise of the visitors
who did nut expect (o find a falpy

padaee reared for the feast of a nieht,

lut the Jdecree of destruction fa {r-
revoecable, and indecd 15 necestary,
for the mtructure has not been planned
for auges eternal, ad goonoiny  was
studied ag well as eflo In faw
days it will lw demolished and the
grass will grow noatl spring wnere the
Emperor and the envovs ol the great
Powers feasted




